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“| still envision Jumping
Over the Broom and the
symbolism for us as

African Canadians”

From frantic financing to
designer décor, every couple has
their very own wedding woes.
Although Cherriton and Ryan
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faced the challenge of pulling
together a unique wedding on a
budget, the unfortunate death
of Michael Jackson inspired this
creative duo to turn their wed-
ding into a tribute to the Prince
of Pop.

Cherriton Thomas and Ryan
Knight, both from Brampton,
Ontario, met through a mutual
friend while they were both in
school (post secondary). Ryan
was immediately wowed by
Cherriton, although she jokes
that she wasn't that impressed
duetoRyan'slackofpunctuality.

Because they were both stu-
dents, Cherriton and Ryan
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thought it would be more prag-
matic to finish school and save
some money before thinking
about marriage, so they went
out for eight years before get-
tingengaged,

Ryan proposed to Cherriton
duringhisbirthdaybashataban-
quet hall. Everyone was having a
great time and he suddenly
popped the question. “It was so
unexpected!”saysCherriton. "It
brought tears to my eyes
becauseitwassoamazing!”

As a classicist, Cherriton
already knew she’d opt for the
traditional white dress (Ryan
choseablacksuit). Withthewed-
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dingdate set for Aug15/09, the
duo rolled up their sleeves and
plunged into the wedding prep.
After lots of research, they
invested in a resourceful, expe-
rienced wedding planner who
they relied upon to source reli-
able suppliers. Maureen Allen - a
certified wedding planner of
Memorable Occasions Unlimited
had the experience and skills to
make CherritonandRyan'sdream
wedding a reality. Maureen was
also in charge of keeping them
withinbudgetandexecutingthe
wedding in a timely and unfor-
gettable fashion—their biggest
concerns!

As the date drew closer, the

partiesgotunderwayincludinga
stagette, ladies party, bridal
shower, and bachelor party. For
the wedding venues, the couple
had decided on the Christ
Church for theceremony and the
Pearson Convention Centre for
the reception—after much
research and debate among the
families! It turnedout tobeeven
betterthantheyanticipated.

Although deciding on a
theme had been tricky, Michael
Jackson’s untimely death
inspired Cherritonwithaunique
idea. Besides the dancers per-
forming traditional African and
Caribbeandances, shecoulddis-
tinguish her wedding through
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small tributes to Michael
Jackson. To accomplish this
tastefully, Cherriton was sub-
tle. For example, she identified
tables with Michael Jackson
songs insteadof numberedplace
cards. White and purple décor
accentedwithclassiccallalilies
and roses filled the room. Ryan
and Cherritonhadalsoinfuseda
bitoftheircultureintothecere-
mony with a tradition known as
jumping the broom (Slaves were
not able to get married on the
plantations, so they used jump-
ingthebroomasasymbolof mar-
riage) aceremony of special sig-
nificance topeoplewithAfrican
heritage.

AlthoughRyanand Cherriton
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stressed a bit during their wed-
ding and wished everyone
involved could have been a bit
more cooperative, it was a fabu-
lousand memorable day for them
andall 200 guests! “Nothing will
beperfect!”Cherrritonadvises.
“Things will go wrong, but for
themost part they will be things
that only the bride and groom
(and those who attended
rehearsals and helped to plan
the day), will notice. It may be
hard when things don’t run
smoothly, but it's important to
smile! Smile from the moment
you wake up until your face hits
the pillow at night because
there will be cameras snapping
morethanthepaparazzil”
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After the wedding,
Cherritonand Ryandeparted for
beautiful Ocho Rios. Both their
families come from Jamaica but
Cherriton had never visited
before. Part of the excitement
of marriage is the ability to
learn more about each other
everyday, Ryan and Cherriton
agree. They also emphasize the

importance of good communica-
tion in a successful marriage.
“Don’t keep things bottled up.
Let your feelings and concerns
be known and addressed,” says
Cherriton. "This can also be
achievedbybeingand activelis-
tener and sometimes reading
between the lines.
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